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As Term 3 comes to a close, I reflect on the year so far
and the many amazing student enrolment interviews I
have had. I always find it fascinating as to why parents
choose to enrol their children in Heights College, and
am equally encouraged by their responses.
In the past decade, enrolments at Independent schools
have increased to nearly 26%, or more impressively,
nearly 29 000 students. Heights College is a member
of ISQ, and as a Christian school, we are also affiliated
with ACS( Associated Christian Schools). Some
interesting facts are:
• Queensland parents have been exercising their right
to school choice for as long as some of the state’s
oldest independent schools have been serving
their local communities – more than 150 years.
Independent schools are autonomous, not-for-profit
institutions run and governed at the local level.
• Prep enrolments at independent schools increased
by 368 across 2021 and 2022.
• Independent school Year 7 enrolments increased by
866 students in this same period
• At Heights College, we have seen a growth in
enrolments across the school, especially in Year 7
• From 2021 – 2022, independent school enrolments,
in general, increased by just over 5540 students.
This is the third consecutive period that growth in
enrolments at independent schools have exceeded
4% - which reflects the parents desire to place their
children in these types of schools.
• About 40% of parents with children entering a new
school in Years 1–12 only considered independent
schools, while almost one in three (32%) looked at
schools from all three sectors.
• Nearly two in three parents (66%) indicated the start
of the process of school selection commenced at
least two years before the child started school, while
one in four (26%) started before or from their child’s
birth.
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• Despite this increased level of competition in the
early decision-making stage, independent schools
continue to be the school of choice for families of
almost 16% of all Queensland school children, and
almost 20% of families with children in Secondary
school.
On Friday, 9 September, we had a wonderful, wellpresented and excellently-executed farewell assembly
and morning tea for an amazing staff member that
served for more that 30 years as a teacher at Heights
College. Mrs Westbrook has made the very difficult
decision to retire this year after taking some long
overdue long service leave. She taught Year 7’s for 14
years, heavily involved with Year 7-12 Art and Drama,
worked on many of our very successful College
Musicals – to mention just a few of her significant
contributions to our College. She will be fondly
remembered as a dedicated, reliable, fun-loving, Godloving, compassionate, committed teacher and friend.
Although she will be greatly missed, it is a farewell but
not a good bye. We look forward seeing her at College
events, but most of all, we pray she will have a blessed
retirement, spending time doing what she loves best
and that is art. She is a magnificent and creative artist.
Retirement does not mean slowing down at all for
Debbie, but rather reconnecting with the love of her
life, her husband of course... and her art.
We will be keeping each and every one of our family
members in our prayers over these September
holidays. Whether you are making time to re-connect
with family or friends, going away or simply just
staying home, have a great holiday. Term 4 is usually
such a busy time with many great events to look
forward to. Our Year 12’s will
be doing their external exams
starting on the 24 October, awards
ceremonies and then finally the
Year 12 Graduation on the 18
November.
Karen Bredenhann
Principal
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CHALLENGE BY CHOICE
At Heights we embrace a comprehensive values and
character development framework entitled – The
Heights Way. As we turn the corner into Term 4 in a just
few short weeks, we begin our journey encompassing
the fourth of the key pillars – Breakthrough.
In the last week of Term 3, I spent the week on the
Sunshine Coast with our Year 6 students on their
leadership camp at Luther Heights. To achieve
breakthrough suggests the need for an important
discovery or development – to advance, leap, step in
the right direction, succeed, discover, find, improve,
progress or make head way; being just a few synonyms
to express Breakthrough. The Year 6 students had
a week embracing all of these ideas as they were
stretched to reach new heights.
During the week, activities were presented within this
notion of ‘Challenge by Choice’, meaning the students
were challenged to look at their own comfort zones
and challenge themselves to go beyond them. Every
step the children took beyond their comfort zone
was recognised as an achievement, regardless of the
journey. For some, that meant overcoming their fear
of heights to leap from a 4m platform that stood high
above a gorge on a thrilling 200m flying fox ride, yet
for others simply climbing the ladder and taking in
the spectacular ocean views was as far as their journey
took them. Both could be viewed as breakthrough if
we are acknowledging individuals’ journeys rather than
a collective expectation of what breakthrough looks
like.
I was inspired by this concept of ‘Challenge by Choice’
and immediately recognised its value within our
Heights Way approach to breakthrough. I am going
to adopt this phrase as I challenge our students in this

last term. A choice of the will is needed if they are to
experience the joy of a breakthrough.
I am excited about the possibilities and potential that
lie hidden within Term 4. Let’s encourage our children
to take up the ‘Challenge by choice’ as breakthrough
comes from a place of internal motivation. As much
as we, as parents, would love to do it for our children,
it is a challenge they must accept by choice. As
represented in the Heights Way, breakthrough takes
prayer, practice and persistence – and 2 out of the 3
can only be achieved by our children themselves. Let’s
join them in prayer as they take up the ‘challenge by
choice’, taking ownership as they reach for the sky, fly
high and break through to new heights during Term 4.
I would like to make special mention of Mr Julian
Young, Miss Anja van Niekerk, Mrs Julie Hawker, Mr
Jamie Proctor and Mrs Emma Head for accompanying
our Year 6 students on camp. Thank you for leaving
your own families to take such great care for our
students. You are all men and women of great calibre,
and our students are blessed to have had spent this
time with you.
Have a wonderful holiday everyone. I look forward to
doing life with you all again in Term 4. Get ready to
jump on board the runaway train that Term 4 seems
to be. The term will be full of new opportunities for
learning and growth plus exciting end of year events
for our students as they create lifelong memories as
part of the Heights family.
Working in partnership with you, For excellence, For
Greatness, For Christ.
Lucy Vanheck
Head of Primary

MIDDLE
Wow, like a summer storm, another term has
challenged our resilience and left us pondering
how so much could have happened in such
a relatively short time. Memories of Carlton,
parent/ teacher interviews, Arts Awards night,
Battle of the Bands, copious games of netball,
rugby league, touch and, of course, Camp
Week have all blended to bring me a huge
amount of pride in our Middle School students
and the wider Heights community.
Our students have really stepped up this term
and made a difference to their own lives and
to those around them. I have heard of so many
occasions where students have addressed
issues in their lives or helped others in need.
May God continue to bless our students with
wisdom and a deep understanding of their
own value.
Camp Week
Camp week is finally over. Students may
be tired and lack coherence for a couple of
days (like Carlton) but they will soon return
to normal once their usual routine is reestablished. When asking your child about
camp details, please be patient as specific
details may take weeks to surface. I call it
‘Reflection Overload’, the delay caused by the
amount of new and varied experiences that
have to be contemplated before the individual
is confident or ready to communicate. Don’t be
surprised if weeks later you hear, “I thought I
told you that …ages ago”. If this occurs please
contact me and share any encounters you may
experience. I’d love to hear them.

Wearing of Uniform
Thanks to all parents for supporting us this
term in regards to ensuring every student is
wearing the correct uniform and adhering to
our dress code expectations.
As we move into Term 4, ties are not required
to be worn by the boys; however, on the days
we have formal assemblies, ties must be worn.
We will remind students of these occasions
prior to each specific day.
In case your son or daughter is having their
hair managed during the holidays, a quick
reminder on the styles of haircuts that sit
outside of dress code expectation. Any colours
outside the student’s normal hair colour, and
for the boys, no mullets or buzz cuts. Please
read our dress code expectations or call the
school office if you are unsure.
Middle School Leaders
A huge thank you to all our Middle School
Leaders who have put together some amazing
events this term. They have raised a lot of
money for our sponsor children and provided
some great experiences and memories for us
along the way. We look forward to Term 4.
Please continue to pray for students and
teachers in the Middle School.
Ronald Neumann
Middle School Coordinator

SENIOR
Until I was ten years old I sang along with
my classmates “God Save the Queen” every
morning on parade, like every other Australian
kid of my generation. Her portrait hung in our
classroom and in our hallways. I came across
this social media post upon the death of Queen
Elizabeth II entitled “God has saved the Queen.”
An abridged version is as follows:
God has saved her: not politically, socially,
or even bodily, but spiritually. The Queen,
who occupied a throne for longer than
most people live, will now kneel before
someone else’s throne. And she will not
approach that throne as Her Royal Majesty,
Queen of the United Kingdom and other
Commonwealth Realms; she will approach
as Elizabeth, sinful human being in need of
a saviour.
She will approach Jesus, who will look past
her royal credentials, her global acclaim and
her portrait on national banknotes. He will
look for something else. He will look for her
allegiance – not to the crown, but to Him.
He will look for her trust, her faith, her hope.
When she regularly met with dignitaries
and citizens, no one was allowed to speak
directly to her before she spoke to them;
now, Jesus will speak first. He will ask the
questions. Elizabeth’s crown is just a lump
of metal and stones. Jesus will look into her
heart and examine her life.
“To many of us our beliefs are of
fundamental importance,” she once said.
“For me the teachings of Christ and my own
personal accountability before God provide
a framework in which I try to lead my life.”
three years. That’s quite something. And
even in her death, she speaks to us.
She speaks to us because we are again
reminded of two things. Firstly, we will all
be humbled before the King of Kings, no
matter how highly-esteemed we have been
in this life. And secondly, that very same
King of Kings, Jesus, is full of grace, full of
mercy and full of compassion, and will save
anyone who calls on Him. Even a Queen.
I am reminded of who we serve here at Heights
and challenged by the longevity of Queen

Elizabeth’s service not only to her people, but
also to the King of Kings. We are equally called
to serve in the place where we find ourselves,
and it is a privilege to serve families and
students.
Year 12 – Mock Exams & Graduation
Year 12 students have just completed their
mock exams and teachers will be madly
marking them to give great feedback to
ensure that students can maximise their
external exam results which begin in week four
next term. Three short weeks, four weeks of
external exams and then it will be graduation
celebrations. We are so excited for our 2022
graduands.
Year 11 - Student Leadership 2023
This term, Year 11 students nominated for
student leadership roles for 2023. Fifty-six
students nominated themselves for a variety
of positions which indicates a strong calling
to leadership across this cohort. Interviews for
the Captaincy roles will take place on the 5th
of October with members of the Leadership
Team. These will be announced at Awards
Ceremony in Term 4. We pray our Seniors of
2023 will be inspired servant leaders, always
looking to Jesus as their example as they lead
the College.
Year 10 - Camp
The Year 10 students had an incredible time
at the Sunshine Coast which turned on its
best weather for them. The teaching team
accompanying them were Mrs McCoombes, Mr
Rose, Mr Lutton, Dr Patson and Mrs Spratley.
They participated in a host of beach and waterbased activities whilst also learning about
teamwork and unity as a cohort. This particular
camp is more like a resort holiday than a
school camp and it was a wonderful segue into
school holidays.
Irene Pass
Senior School Coordinator

CONGRATULATIONS
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Theo and Chantelle Barnard who recently competed in the QLD State
Shotokan Karate.
They achieved the following results...
Theo
~ Gold & QLD State Champion 2022, Kumite (Sparring) 4th kyu Boys 13-15 years
~ Silver - Kata 4th kyu Boys 13-15 years
Chantelle
Silver:
~ Kata 3rd-1st kyu Girls 13-15 years
~ Kumite (Sparring) 3rd-1st kyu Girls 13-15 years
~ Kumite Black Belt Open Girls 13-15 years
Bronze:
~ Kata Black Belt Open Girls 13-15 years

SECONDARY
Pastoral Care

10 TIPS FOR SURVIVING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
While school holidays are a welcome break from the busyness of school routines, there is never a break from
parenting. The following tips will help you have fun and connect with your kids so you make the most of the school
holidays:
1. Plan
• Get your teenagers involved in making a list of activities that they would like to do.
• Plan for good and bad weather.
• Schedule downtime and time-out as well as time for one-on-one and family group activities.
2. The best things in life are free
• Make sure the list includes plenty of free activities such as picnics, bike rides, trips to the beach, the local library
and the great outdoors.
3. Boredom is good
• Unstructured time and time away from electronic devices is good for young minds.
4. Use opportunities to teach new skills and self-reliance
• Not having the pressure to rush out the door in the morning can allow for teenagers to develop new skills such
as getting their own breakfast and lunch, taking the dog for a walk or going to the shops by themselves.
5. Ask for help
• Don’t be afraid to ask for help to share the load. For example, asking friends or family to help care for children
or to provide assistance in other ways.
6. Accept that things may not always go to plan
• Even the best made plans may need to be discarded at the last minute due to unforeseen events such as
weather, illness or accidents. Whilst stressful, these unforeseen events often teach us and our kids valuable life
lessons and may even become the source of family bonding or stories down the track.
7. Don’t forget self-care
• Look after yourself and take time out to relax, even if it’s half an hour whilst you have a cuppa and read a book.
Remember, happy and relaxed parents make for happy children.
8. Support and company
• Having a support system can be crucial to any parent. It also gives parents the opportunity to interact with
other parents whilst giving the kids a bit of play time.
9. Consider your child’s mental health and wellbeing
• Whilst it may be a family tradition to go on an annual family holiday or attend a family dinner, maybe your
teenager is too depressed or your child with ADHD will be labelled by judgemental relatives. Consider if it’s
really worth maintaining the tradition when it may be at the cost of mental health and wellbeing.
10. Holiday connections help us the rest of the year
• School holidays provide unique opportunities to connect with, listen to and get to know your kids. Use the time
to spend one-on-one time with each family member.

KINDERGARTEN
These last few weeks of Term 3, Possum Kindy has been exploring the topic of Community Helpers
and celebrating Fathers’ Day. We have enjoyed having the Dental Therapists and Firefighters visiting.
Dads were treated to a special Kindy morning including a sausage sizzle morning tea.
We finished off with an exciting dress-up day, coming to kindy dressed as someone who helps us in
our community.
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IT’S A BOY
Congratulations to Ziah and Sarah
on the birth of your beautiful baby boy
‘Riley Douglas Peter Carr’
Riley was born on 12/9/2022 at
4:42am, 3.7kg and 52cm long.
God Bless your beautiful family, may
he bring you much joy and happiness.

2023
SCHOOL TERMS
Term 1 		
Term 2 		
Term 3 		
Term 4 		

Monday 23 January		
Monday 17 April
Monday 10 July
Tuesday 3 October

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Autumn Holiday
Saturday 1 April
Winter Holiday
Saturday 17 June
Spring Holiday
Saturday 16 September
STUDENT FREE DAYS
			
Monday 16 January
			
Monday 19 June
			Friday 1 September
			
Thursday 30 November

TERM
DATES

to
to
to
to

Friday 31 March 		
Friday 16 June 		
Friday 15 September
Wednesday 29 November

(10 weeks)
(9 weeks)
(10 weeks)
(9 weeks)

to
to
to

Sunday 16 April 		
Sunday 9 July 		
Monday 2 October 		

(2 Weeks)
(3 Weeks)
(2 Weeks)

to
to

Friday 20 January
Friday 23 June

to

Friday 1 December

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Australia Day 		
Good Friday 		
Easter Monday
Anzac Day 		
Labour Day 		
Show Holiday
Queen’s Birthday
Christmas Day
Boxing Day 		

Thursday 			
Friday 				
Monday 			
Tuesday 			
Monday 			
Thursday 			
Monday 			
Monday 			
Tuesday 			

26 January
7 April
10 April
25 April
1 May
8 June (TBC)
2 October
25 December
26 December

PLEASE NOTE
In 2023		
			
			
			

Kindergarten 		
Prep – 9 			
Year 10, 11 			
Year 12 			

Finish on Wednesday 29 November
Finish on Wednesday 29 November (midday)
Finish on Friday 24 November
Finish on Friday 17 November

In 2024		

College Resumes 		

Monday 22 January

